
Air Force Secures SMI-ELS Access 
with Ping Identity

“Ping Identity has demonstrated a solid 
identity federation and management 
solution for the IIB Project.  Their team 
of engineers and Global Client Services 
group is well organized to respond to 
individual customer requirements.”  

Col. Jeffrey Schwefler
Air Force Office of Warfighting Integration (SAF/XC)

About the United States Air Force (USAF): The USAF is the aerial warfare branch of the U.S armed forces and one of seven American uniformed services.  With a mission to 
fly, fight and win…in air, space and cyberspace, the USAF is the largest and most technologically advanced air force in the world.  The USAF has 328,600 personnel on active 
duty and about 5,778 manned aircraft in service.  For more information visit www.af.mil.

Challenge
The  United States Air Force has launched the SMI-ELS (Singularly 
Managed Infrastructure with Enterprise Level Security) project to 
design  and build a Service Oriented Architecture (SOA) that is secure 
and centrally controlled with a common, standards-based set of tools 
for managing identities, services, networks and applications.  This 
includes a security policy to ensure all communication between 
individuals, services and applications uses strong authentication and 
authorization across the enterprise.  

Solution – PingFederate, Web Services 
and PingEnable
 Standards-based identity federation and management, scaling 

across different applications and services

 An off-the-shelf access solution that deploys and scales rapidly in 
a secure environment

 Meets Department of Defense security requirements 

Results
 Helps deliver a SOA platform focused on reuse and TCO 

 Supported by Ping’s nimble and responsive organization focused 
on fulfilling customer requirements

 Secure, best-of-breed identity federation solution 
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